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THE GIFT OF LIFE 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you for beautiful time. 
I really happy to have a retreat with you. 
I have never experienced this feeling. It is unforgettable. 
The Summer School gived me a lot of gift in a silence. 
I gratitude you, Young Friends in Australia, Australian Quakers, 
Japanese Quakers, my friend, teachers, my family, and God 
Everything always helps me and talks to me 
I found a lot of things what I can do and have to do, living as a 
Quaker. 
I was in the dark, but now, I can see tiny light because the door is 
opened!! I realised everything is simple and it is in God’s love. 
I cannot explain my feeling by my poor words. I’m sorry 
I gratitude the opportunity to see you. Thank you, 
Love and peace, Misato Okubo, Japan Yearly Meeting, Jan. 2010. 

Editorial : 
Welcome to this New Year and decade, which is brimming with 
promise and challenge. The All India Friends Gathering in 
Chhatarpur met around the theme of Faith in Action, James 2: 14-
17, which will also be the theme of the Section Gathering in 
Manila next April. AWPS will shortly have a study booklet 
available on-line in preparation for the Manila Gathering. We hope 
it will be widely used in Friends churches and meetings.  
Friends everywhere are responding to the urgency of the problems 
around Global Change. In more affluent countries, a sense is that 
we do see the harm we have and continue to wreak on the earth. In 
less well-off places, the communities there suffer the 
consequences of profligacy and greed. I suggest that we all get a 
small group together near our homes and see what changes can be 
made – if we all do this, it will add up to major saving changes to 
our environment. A wonderful website to encourage this is 
www.transitiontowns.org and is very much in line with our 
Quaker testimonies.  
Valerie Joy, Secretary 
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Report of the 5th All India Friends Gathering held at 
Chhatarpur from 11-14 Feb 2010: 
92 participants gathered with representation from all Yearly 
Meetings and Monthly Meetings of India including those newly 
affiliated with the Asia West Pacific Section (AWPS). The hosts 
were Bundelkhand Masihi Mitra Samaj, Chhatarpur. The venue of 
the Gathering was Jatashankar Palace with lodging and boarding 
facilities. 
 
In the beginning session, the objectives of the Gathering were 
explained to the participants: To strengthen the unity among 
Friends in India and to create an opportunity to work together for 
the Quaker values and witness our Faith by our Actions. 
 
There were four keynote addresses on the main subject of the 
Gathering. The main theme “Faith in Action” was taken from 
James 2: 15-17. The outcome of the keynote addresses was that, 
we should all dedicate ourselves to the service of the mankind by 
living our Faith in our day-today activities. ‘That of God in 
everyone’ must be exhibited by our actions every day of our lives. 
There is a big challenge for all of us to walk in Faith and to reflect 
the Light of God by our deeds. We devoted lot of time discussing 
in small groups not only about the main theme but also different 
practices being adopted in the different Yearly Meetings. During 
the discussions in the groups, more intimacy was developed and 
everybody was thrilled to share each other’s spiritual experiences.  
                
We all felt the importance to continue holding such Gatherings to 
come closer for witness of our Faith. We also felt that along with 
All India Friends Gathering, we should hold study camps for the 
children and young adults, wherein Quaker teachings and 
leadership development training may be organized. 
 
There was a good suggestion of starting a Quaker magazine to 
include the news of the Friends and their activities in India. In the 
closing session of the Gathering, it was unanimously resolved to 
take up these activities. Each evening, there were cultural 
programmes presented by the children of the Friends School 
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Chhatarpur. Many participants presented their songs and 
entertaining programmes. Some creative and brainstorming events 
were also enjoyed. This session was the most enjoyable time of the 
Gathering.  
 
To ensure the success of this Gathering, all the Yearly Meetings 
and groups shared the economic responsibilities. Asia West Pacific 
Section also kindly assisted the Gathering financially. In the 
closing session , there was a vote of thanks to all the Yearly 
Meetings, Monthly Meetings and AWPS for their financial 
contribution We also appreciated the sincere efforts of the 
members of the Organizing Committee for the success of this 
Gathering. Chhatarpur Friends were thanked for their part in the 
arrangements for the Gathering. We departed with an assurance 
that we will keep visiting each other before the next Gathering to 
show our love and concern for each other. We hope to work 
together to continue the feeling of the 5th All India Friends 
Gathering.  
Devdas Shrisunder, Ronald Titus                                                               

****** 
Quaker United Nations Summer School  
 4th July – 16th July 2010, Geneva 
 For people with an active interest in international affairs  

·  Would you like to study the UN at first hand?  

·  Do you want to meet people from all over the world?  

The Summer School aims to provide an introduction to the work 
of the United Nations.  In previous years it has been especially 
attractive to people who have recently completed higher education 
studies.    
Application packs available from www.quaker.org.uk or from 
Helen Bradford (QUNSS), QPSW, Friends House,  
Euston Road, London, NW1 2BJ.  
Email: helenb@quaker.org.uk   
 
Deadline for applications – 15th March 2010 
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News of Friends: 
George Willoughby, of the India Friends Working Group in 
Philadelphia YM has died. Dilawar Chetsingh wrote: He was a man 
with deep convictions and we in India, whether Friends or Gandhians or 
others who knew him, will mourn his passing. He visited India a number 
of times and had a very practical side to his Quaker beliefs, and for 
me personally that is the inspiration of his example that I shall 
remember. 
  
Kenneth Co sends a message to all our readers for a New Year that 
is fruitful and wonderful that brings fulfillment to you all!  
kennethco@gmail.com 
  
Shiny Manuel from Marble Rocks in India I'm very thankful to 
you and Colin Saxton for forwarding the web links for Quaker 
Evangelical literature. These are really very useful in going deeper 
in faith and to feel the inner light more strongly, I will give the 
study materials to Jabalpur friends so that they are 
also benefited by it. 
 
Elizabeth Duke from Aotearoa NZ writes: Greetings and love from 
New Zealand. I have been following with concern the preparations 
for and the results of the Copenhagen conference on climate 
change. I pray and hope that Governments will implement and 
indeed exceed the commitments they have made, and that those of 
us who enjoy relative prosperity will extend our tender support to 
the people in countries worst affected, whose development and, 
indeed, survival is threatened. 
 
Udaya Sharma from Nepal Friends Church writes: I practice what 
I read and preach. I have donated most of my income and 
resources and property to help poor people and bring glory to His 
Name. I myself live very frugal. I have a very old mobike and live 
in a humble home. I look forward meeting one day. Blessings and 
peace 

Arbiter Simorangkir, Secretary of Indonesia YM writes: Our 
yearly meeting 2009 ran well in West Java (it should have been at 
East Kalimantan). There were 65 participants who attended the 
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meeting. Our next yearly meeting (October 2010) will be held in 
Central Java.  

Chonyon Kim, Secretary of DaeJon Quaker Friends: We began 
meeting in 2004 as a Quaker Study group. This has continued with 
encouragement from Friends from German YM and Friends 
worldwide. There are 12 regular worshippers, and 170 visitors 
have been hosted. We appreciate the support being provided by 
Seoul MM Friends. 

Singapore Friends continue to meet regularly. They use Google 
Groups singaporemeetingforworship@googlegroups.com to 
ensure that their members know details of their meetings. 

FWCC ESSAY - How Buddhism addresses the Quaker 
condition in Asia.  
Our essayist John Cartwright left for Malaysia and Taiwan on 15 
January 2010.  “I am both excited and challenged by the idea - but 
I know that once I have started out it will indeed be a time of 
learning, reflection and renewal of the human spirit. I have spent 
some months now reading and preparing as well as putting 
together the travel plan and contacts in the areas I wish to visit - 
and it has all come together beautifully and in harmony with mind 
and spirit. 
  
As well as time at the Fo Guang Buddhist Monastery in Taiwan I 
am also planning to visit the Fo Guang Temple and Tzu Chi 
Buddhism Centres in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia as well as the Tsem 
Tulka Kechara Tibetan Buddhist Centre in Selangor Malaysia. I 
will also be sharing with the World Christian Meditation 
Community in Taipei for at least one of their Christian meditation 
meetings”. 
  
FWCC World Office Appoints Global Change Officer: Samuel 
Mahaffy of Colbert, Washington is the FWCC Global Change 
officer, who will co-ordinate efforts in all Sections. Samuel first 
came to Friends in Ann Arbor, Michigan meeting, and is familiar 
with the diversity among Friends. He grew up in Eritrea and has 
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travelled extensively in Africa; he speaks 7 languages. Presently 
he is a consultant on organisation management and fundraising -- 
skills that we can certainly use! His present consulting work takes 
him around the US and he attended the Section of the Americas 
Meeting in March. We wish him well in getting to know FWCC 
and what our expectations are.  
 
Religious Society of Friends Moves Forward on Global Change 
Julian Stargardt, Hong Kong Friends Meeting 
 
Pollution makes the air of many cities dangerous to breathe. Forests 
which produce the oxygen we breathe are felled at a devastating rate 
leading to falling oxygen levels in the atmosphere. To see the 
consequences of deforestation and air pollution, place a lighted 
candle or a hamster under an inverted glass and watch. We rely on 
Forests to produce oxygen and water. They store carbon dioxide. 
They are the lungs of the world and the cheapest most effective way 
to capture and sequester carbon. So why are we cutting them down ? 
 
In the wake of Copenhagen, Friends want to know what we as a 
worldwide religious society are doing about what we call global 
change*, i.e. climate and related changes. In 2010 – 2011 Friends 
around the world will hold local Clusters on global change. Later in 
2011 Friends will hold a world Consultation on Global Change. The 
purpose is to worshipfully discern Friends’ voice on global change, 
ahead of the 2012 Friends World Conference in Nairobi, Kenya. The 
Clusters and Consultation are organised by FWCC, Friends’ 
worldwide umbrella organisation. FWCC defines global change as 
the inter-connection and unity of all change*, including for example 
environmental and climate change, economic change, social change. 
The Clusters and Consultation are a worldwide exercise in Friends’ 
spiritual discernment of our message on issues like the environment, 
equality, social and economic justice, and climate change. Clusters 
are local and regional meetings with a concern for global change 
where Friends share personal experiences of change in their 
communities and lives, where local and regional groups of Friends 
seek and find discernment of what their message is for Friends and 
the world. Cluster messages are to be sent to FWCC and will be 
available on the FWCC website and will form part of the basis of the 
Consultation. FWCC will use all Cluster messages from around the 
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world in a deepening process seeking the commonality and themes of 
Friends voices from around the world. The work of the Clusters and 
the Consultation is rooted in Friends’ spirituality and Testimonies 
and the purpose is to worshipfully discern the voice of Friends in 
every part of the world on global change. Documents in advance will 
be distributed to Meetings soon and will also be available online from 
the FWCC websites. 
 
Information on Friends and global change is available on FWCC 
websites: www.fwccglobalchange.org  www.fwcc.org and on 
FWCC-Asia West Pacific’s website: www.fwccawps.org  In 2008 
Asia West Pacific (AWPS) Friends established a Global Change 
Committee meeting monthly by Skype phone conference as a virtual 
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Global Change. In late 2009 
Australian Friends held a Yearly Meeting Earthcare Meeting in 
Canberra, Australia. Europe and Middle East Section (EMES) – of 
which Britain Yearly Meeting is a part - is establishing a Global 
Change Committee. Many other Meetings are also active in this 
important work. Friends everywhere are encouraged to network, 
share experiences and focus on the spiritual discernment of the way 
forward for Friends in these challenging times. 
 
FWCC is reorganising its www.fwccglobalchange.org website to be 
more user friendly and to provide an online forum as a market place 
for Friends views, insights and ideas on global change matters. 
 
FWCC seeks Cluster Facilitators please email friends.hk@gmail.com 
if you are interested. 
 
FWCC actively seeks funding for the Global Change project and 
welcomes donations. 
 
*The definition of global change is from “Friends and Global 
Change” by this author, published by FWCC-AWPS in 2008 and 
available at www.fwccawps.org  
 
Extract from a longer article by Julian Stargardt:  
 
Copenhagen saw a shift in the balance of power. The west sees its 
acceptance of this as a tribute to its commitment to inclusiveness 
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and fair play. The west has the power to impose punitive tariffs on 
products from what it perceives as high polluting economies. This 
could be crippling to those economies’ continued growth. That 
such tariffs aren’t imposed puts the ball in the court of high 
emissions developing economies to demonstrate their commitment 
to make substantive net emissions cuts. The challenges facing us 
are: 
1. How do we reinvigorate the planetary environment on which 
life depends while ensuring continued growth; and 
2. Ensure every person has fair and equitable access to the wealth 
and opportunities of the world?  
At one point it seemed Copenhagen got nowhere. Now it seems to 
provide a road map to the future. Whether this results in co-
ordinated world action or individual national actions on global 
challenges remains to be seen. It looks increasingly likely that 
negotiations will result in a better, fairer world while leading to 
economic growth and real action on climate change. Whether this 
is enough also remains to be seen. The risk remains of mutually 
assured destruction (MAD) by pollution. 
Full article appears on the fwccawps website.
 
Quaker Learning: 
Friends in Boston USA are offering some short courses on-line 
using Moodle technology. Their Quaker Studies website is at 
http://www.bhfh.org/qsp/ and there is a small fee and they accept 
international enrolments. There is some on-line discussion about 
this development on Quaker Quaker at 
http://www.quakerquaker.org/group/onlinequakerstudies/forum/to
pics/whats-your-experience-of 
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Help for Philippines Friends 
On 26th September, Manila and its surrounding districts were 
ravaged by a very damaging typhoon, known internationally as 
Typhoon Ketsina, but in the Philippines as Typhoon Ondoy. 
The Philippines Evangelical Friends International Ministries 
(formerly Philippines Evangelical Church) is centred on the 
district of Pasig, which was one of the worst affected areas of 
Manila.  John Ocol, who is a member of the AWPS Committee, 
sent out a plea for help to Friends, as the Church was flooded by 
up to 15 feet of water, and much of its contents destroyed.   
Friends living nearby had also lost most of their belongings and 
since the water took some days to recede, many were in need of 
emergency aid. 
Friends from around the world, particularly in Hong Kong and 
Europe at first, and then from Pacific nations and the  US sent 
money to an AWPS account in Australia to be sent on to the 
Philippines.   Their response was astonishing.  The Evangelical 
Friends in Manila started to distribute food, clothing and medical 
supplies to those in need, and some unprogrammed Friends set up 
courses at Atenao University to train psychology students, 

March 2010_______________________________ 14 

teachers and NGO workers in post-trauma counselling, so that 
they could assist people who had suffered in the disastrous floods. 
Donations have continued to arrive, even today (8th February 
2010!), and once the initial emergency had passed, these donations 
have been used in different ways, as the need has changed.  So far 
PEFIM has received AUD10, 000 and the  
 

 
Boni Quirog with Friends in Brisbane 

 
Unprogrammed Friends AUD4,233 plus just recently another 
AUD2,000 to be used for a multifaith environmental project in 
Bohol, a province about an hour’s flight south of Manila.  One of 
the unprogrammed Friends, Boni Quirog lives and works in 
Bohol, and has already set up a multifaith group in an effort to 
bring understanding between the mainly Catholic and Muslim 
communities there, and to raise awareness of the environmental 
needs of the area. 
Boni, together with John and Lois Ocol were guests of Australia 
Yearly Meeting in Adelaide in January. They were excellent 
ambassadors for Philippine Friends, and were able to describe at 
first hand the floods and the damage they caused, as well as 
extending an invitation to Australian Friends to join us at the 
Gathering to be held just outside Manila in April 2011.   
 
While they were at our Yearly Meeting, we took the opportunity to 
discuss with John and Lois how to use the remaining funds to best 
advantage.   They decided to set up a project with the youth of 
Pasig Church to look at ways to minimise the damage caused by 
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floods in the future.  We sent them AUD 7,250 for the project. It 
has been a most exciting and challenging time for everyone 
involved, and a great way for many Friends to learn more about 
each other and the different challenges we face. 
Topsy Evans 
 
Friends Peace Teams Nadine Hoover writes: 
In February, Autumn Star, a young adult, went with me into areas 
of Aceh newly opened up since special travel permits are no 
longer required. We visited the pre-schools. The Acehnese have 
requested training for facilitators for Alternatives to Violence 
workshops. We hope to be able to translate enough of a T4F 
training manual that they feel they can train facilitators on their 
own in the future.  
 
Sarah Mandolang, a young adult Friend will also come in March 
to assist the refugees in learning to conduct their own trauma 
healing workshops. She will also organize some family evenings 
for adults to learn developmental play activities. 
 
Peter Watson from Aotearoa/New Zealand Yearly Meeting will 
also join us in March to work with the woodworkers making 
children’s blocks and to work with the teachers on creative ideas. 
 
For further information on Friends Peace Teams go to the AWPS 
website, or email at Indonesia@FriendsPeaceTeams.org or 
ConscienceStudio@gmail.com. 
 
AWPS speakers share at Australia Yearly Meeting 
 
The AYM FWCC Preparatory Session heard from Misato Okubo, 
a Young Friend and former student of Sachiko Yamamoto of 
Japan YM, about her experiences with Quakerism in Japan.  
Our AWPS guests John Ocol and Bonifacio Quirog, together with 
John’s wife Lois Ocol, presented information about Friends in the 
Philippines and about Quaker responses to the recent disastrous 
floods caused by typhoons. YouTube productions show the 
disaster and Filipino Friends’ gratitude for this assistance (see 
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Disaster in Pasig) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vr0c7rb7nIo, 
and Thank you Quakers 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xS4ORaHTI 
 
Haiti Emergency Relief 
January 13, 2010: In Haiti there are about a dozen Evangelical 
Friends Churches with 2000-2500 attenders. They are located 30 
miles northwest of Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Evangelical Friends 
Eastern Region is asking for cheques for “Haiti-relief only” to 
EFM, P.O. Box 525, Arvada, CO 80001. 

Domes for Haiti: Pacific Domes and World Shelters 
collaborate to provide relief for Haiti. We are now accepting 
donations at: www.worldshelters.com/haiti  

Pacific Domes are the strongest portable structures known to man. 
They are highly portable, quick and easy to erect with a ratchet! 
They are engineered to withstand hurricane force winds. The 
larger domes will be used for hospitals, distribution of supplies, 
Kitchens and food services. Our mid range domes are perfect for 
classrooms and weather proof shelter for displaced families. We 
are in full tilt manufacturing 44’ domes for immediate 
implementation as hospitals and medical centers first. Each dome 
will have a thick vinyl tub floor. 
 
Mid India Yearly Meeting Epistle:  
Epistle to Friends Everywhere  
Loving Greetings to Friends from the 101 annual gathering of Mid 
India Yearly Meeting Itarsi. Friends from Itarsi, Sohagpur, 
Hoshangabad, Seoni-Malwa and Kheda gathered in worship in the 
Friends Church, George Fox hall Itarsi. Sixty gathered Friends 
also included Young Friends. 
 
This year’s theme “That faith without works is dead.”(James 2:20)  
drew good thoughts from the meeting and provided  time for quiet 
reflections .Faith necessarily should accompany with works thus 
disseminating the life and light of Christ through us towards  His 
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creation. As “faith works by love“(Galatians 5:6), we pray that all 
creation may be made whole with our lived faith. 
 
We heard reports and shared queries from Monthly Meetings of 
Itarsi, Hoshangabad, Mission Kheda, Sohagpur and Seoni-Malwa. 
We thanked God for the successful operation of projects for 
underprivileged and disadvantaged children being run in Itarsi. We 
hope and pray that similar work will begin in other Meetings.  
Friends recalled the Quaker history of India and a few Friends in 
the meeting remembered the works and contributions of Indian 
Friends. We decided to document the works of Friends in Hindi. 
We send our love to Friends everywhere.                                                                                                       
Daniel Y. Masih, Clerk, Mid India Yearly Meeting, Itarsi                                                                                              
 
Children’s Day Celebrations in Chhatarpur: Masihi 
Madhyamic Vidayalaya "A HINDI MEDIUM SCHOOL" run by 
Bundelkhand Y.M.(Chhatarpur M.M.) celebrated Children's Day 
on 14th November. This is Jawahar Lal Nehru's Birthday, our first 
Prime Minister. 
The function started with prayer by our Church Pastor Deepak 
Nulbancy. Also present were the school staff and chairman of the 
school committee Anil Dayal and general superintendent of 
Bundelkhand Y.M. Swarnlata Brown.  Pradeep Lall and many 
other members of the church and parents came to this fair. The 
Pastor’s message was for world peace and love. 

****** 
Human Rights Worker killed: Coney Jayme-Brizuela, by Tina 
Jayme Montiel, Philippines Unprogrammed Friends and cousin of 
Coney, slaughtered at Maguindanao, during the cause of her work 
for human rights. 
 
Thank you to Gabriela and the network of human rights groups 
for this recognition. On behalf of my cousin Coney Jayme-
Brizuela, her children, younger brothers and sisters and the rest of 
the Jayme family - salamat po. 
Coney's gruesome murder leaves a huge painful wound behind, 
not only among our family members, but also among the farmers, 
women, and Lumads in North Cotabato whom she loved dearly 
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and lawyered against human and land rights transgressions, 
receiving as her lawyer's fees mostly native chickens and a few 
eggs. Upon her death, her family discovered that she was currently 
defending around a thousand other pending cases! 
 
On this day, we pay tribute to Coney's woman-strengths in her 
struggle for social justice. Like other strongly loving women, 
Coney was a passionate protector of the vulnerable - how 
generously she defended the poor and marginalized! Like other 
strongly loving women, she endured and persevered in her 
everyday sacrifices, quietly, and without fanfare. To her, it was the 
giving that mattered, rather than the applause.  And lastly, like 
other strongly loving women, in the end, she sacrificed her own 
body, so that others may live. 
 
As we remember Coney's life and her gruesome death, let us light 
the candle for Justice for the victims of the Ampatuan massacre. 
And pray that with their sacrifice on the altar of blood-drenched 
landfills, our country will one day enjoy the fruits of a fear-free 
Maguindanao, the scrapping of CVO's and other instruments of 
militarization, and a truly viable electoral system where opposition 
candidates can register, campaign and win during elections. 

Maraming, salamat po. 
 
Award to Hong Kong MM Attender, 
Erika Phelps 
From an article sent by Julian Stargardt, 
Clerk Hong Kong MM: Hong Kong MM 
attender Erika Phelps has been awarded a 
one-year fellowship within the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease 
at Earlham College, US. 

Malaria parasites are not usually the stuff of childhood dreams, but�
when Earlham College senior Erika Phelps was six years old, the 
death of her best friend’s brother started her dreaming about 
eradicating them. Throughout her high school years, Phelps 
refined her ideas about entering the healthcare profession in a way 
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she felt would best benefit malaria.  “There are so many infectious 
diseases. But malaria actually kills a child every 30 seconds. It is a 
huge problem��� After her fellowship, her goal is to be a resident 
doctor at a field clinic in East Africa.��

A Call for Papers from the University of Pennsylvania Press, 
with support from The Mellon Foundation, announces the launch 
of our new journal, Humanity: An International Journal of 
Human Rights, Humanitarianism, and Development. In the first 
issue,  look for: 
Michel Agier on the politics of refugees, asylum, and camps  
Isaie Dougnon on global humanitarianism and African child-
trafficking  
Lynn Festa on distance, empathy, and the origins of "humanity"  
Martti Koskenniemi on mainstreaming human rights  
Andrew Lakoff on two regimes of global public health  
including a war photography dossier and an essay review. 

Humanity welcomes contributions from all disciplines of the 
humanities and the social sciences but also seeks to publish visual 
interventions - notably photographic material - as well as 
occasional interviews shedding light on the contested politics of 
humanity. Anyone interested in pursuing publication in the journal 
can write to the editor at humanityjournal@gmail.com 

ZIGMUND L.  DERMER : IN MEMORIAM  
 
Pittsburgh Friends Meeting advises that Zig Dermer, a former 
Clerk of the Meeting, died suddenly on January 6, 2010, in Nha 
Trang, Vietnam, at the age of 75. He also worked on the finance 
committees of FWCC-Section of the Americas, and the FWCC 
World Office, and frequently represented FWCC at Yearly 
Meetings around the country.  
 
While touring Vietnam in 2003, Zig became enthralled with the 
country and its people. He especially appreciated the love and 
respect the Vietnamese people had for their elders, the simplicity 
of their lives, and their strong work ethic. In December of 
2005 Zig relocated to Nha Trang, Vietnam. During the past four 
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years, Zig taught English at a school in the tourist section of Nha 
Trang, an activity that helped him develop relationships with 
people throughout the community. He was so impressed by some 
of the young people that he assisted them in furthering their 
education by paying their tuition to tourism school, pharmacy 
school, or other educational endeavors. Zig also helped people 
who were going without critical health care because they could not 
afford to pay for it. His love and charity will be missed by his 
immediate and extended family, as well as by many others who 
knew and appreciated his humor, his generosity, and his lively 
interest in the world around him.  
 
AWPS has sent sympathies to Zig’s family. He was a regular 
donor to AWPS. Condolences may be sent to the family through 
his son, Michael Dermer, to zdermer@gmail.com.  

******* 
To the World Council of Churches: Re Historic Peace Churches 
The full report by the Clerk of The Netherlands YM can be found 
on the AWPS website under Historic Peace Churches. 
They ask us to consider the meeting in Jamaica no longer as the 
completion of a campaign (Decade to Overcome Violence), but to 
save from the seeds presented there some for a new planting 
season: towards a worldwide ecumenical Council of Peace in 2021 
where we evaluate how far we have come with the target: to 
finally ban war during this 21 st century! 

 
Kees Nieuwerth, Clerk, January 2010. 

 
Boni (Bonifacio) Quirog 
with Robin Walpole, 
NSW Regional Meeting. 
Boni was also a guest of 
Australia Yearly Meeting 
and is an Unprogrammed 
Friend in Bohol, 
Philippines. 
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John and Lois Ocol at a Shared Meal in Sydney after Australia 
Yearly Meeting. With them 
is Chalor Ratio and son 
Joshua. John and Lois are 
from the Philippines 
Evangelical Friends 
International Ministries. 
Chalor is one of several 
Filipino Friends in Australia 
YM. 
 
 
€£$ Help Support this Newsletter: You may wish to contribute  
towards the cost of production. Annual cost is AUD 20. 
Please send this or its equivalent in your currency to your 
Treasurer. This office bearer can then make an annual remittance 
in $AUD to AWPS Treasurer, Topsy Evans, PO Box 181 Glen 
Osmond, SA 5064 Australia. Try combining with other Friends to 
send a lump sum, so minimising bank charges. If you would like 
to use internet transfers or contribute via credit/debit card, please 
contact Topsy Evans on em502752@a1.com.au Please also 
remember AWPS in your will—Thanks Friends 

 
Chhatarpur 
Friends School 
Students 
entertained 
Friends at the 
All India 
Friends 
Gathering. 
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