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In  preparat ion  for  t he AWPS Sect i on  Gat her ing Bhopal , 6-12 
Nov 2008.  

 

 
 

 

 
Ma t t h ew  5 :14 -16 1 You are the l ight for  the whole wor ld. A ci ty bui l t 
on top of a hi l l  cannot be hidden and no one would l ight a lamp and 
put i t under  a clay pot. A lamp is placed on a lamp stand, where i t can 
give l ight to everyone in the house. Make your  l ight shine, so that 
others wi l l  see the good work that you do and wi l l  praise your  Father  
in heaven. 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                   
1 Contemporary Engl ish Version 
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In t roduct i on :  
On a recent  visi t  to Palest ine, many Bible passages came back to me, including those of 

our  theme. In the southern deser t  at  Tuwani, I  walked a distance from this vi l lage at  

night , so I  could look back at  the twinkl ing l ights on the hi l l , many of which would have 

been kerosene lamps and above me the stars shone br ight ly. I  thought how clear ly Rabbi 

Jesus of Nazareth used dai ly references to every day examples to help us lead the sorts 

of l ives that  our  Creator  desires. The l ight  on a hi l l  spel ls out  safety, the warmth of 

family l i fe, gives guidance to a st ranger  and thus enr iches our l ives as community. 

H iding that  l ight  is wasteful and can lead to loss of al l  the things we care for. George Fox 

in his searching through his own personal darkness, knew the heal ing and enr iching 

power  of l ight . Since then, Quakers of al l  discipl ines have found that  focusing on the 

l ight  within, brought real clar i ty into their  l ives, gave courage and strength to walk that  

l i t t le bi t  fur ther  into new chal lenges, or  i t  brought  answer  to prayer. 

 

At  our  2005 Gather ing in Seoul, El izabeth Duke encouraged us to face both present  and 

more distant  chal lenges with hope. This hope works for  us as individuals, but  also 

col lect ively, when Fr iends struggle to discern the path ahead, using the clear  l ight  of the 

Spir it . A hymn from my chi ldhood, which I  sing to myself when covered in doubt as to 

direct ion is: 

 

Lead kindly l ight, amidst the enci rcl ing gloom, lead thou me on. 

The night is dark and I  am far  from home, lead thou me on. 

Keep thou my feet, I  do not ask to see, the distant scene, 

One step enough for  me. 

 

As we prepare for  the 2008 Gather ing, this study booklet  plays an important  role in 

prepar ing our hearts and minds in our meet ings/churches at  home. You are asked to 

establ ish groups of interested people who wi l l  use this booklet  for  regular  reflect ion and 

prayer  dur ing 2008, up to September.  

I t  wi l l  be helpful i f the group appoints Fr iends to play a var iety of roles in this group 

process: a recording clerk, a venue ar ranger, and a worship co-ordinator  (to suggest  a 

few). Comments and any outcomes, where the Spir it  has l ightened the way of individuals 

going through struggles, or  given hope to those who had lost  it , can be recorded and a 

summary sent  to me by 30 September. These wi l l  be shared amongst  the part icipants at 

Bhopal, providing a prayer-fi l led l ink between the Gather ing and our  Fr iends back 

home. 

 

We have much to learn from our  chi ldren, so you might  ask your Chi ldren’s Meet ing 
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convenor, i f stor ies, ar t , drama or songs on the themes of l ight  and hope, can be included 

in your 2008 curr iculum. These could be brought  for  display at  Bhopal, affording a 

fur ther  l ink. Thus we wi l l  overcome the barr iers of language, distance and 

generat ion gaps, by act ively par t icipat ing in the lead up to the Bhopal Gather ing. 

Thanks for  your  par t icipat ion. Valer ie Joy 

 

Cont r i but i ons for  st udy  and ref lect i on : 
No Author  Year ly Meet ing 
1 Sachiko Yamamoto Japan YM 
2 Naomi Kamimura Japan YM 
3 Mamoru Hitomi Japan YM 
4 Archana Gour General  Conference of 

Fr iends in I ndia (GCFI ) 
5. Mal l ika Aiyub GCFI  
6. Jamie Tabingo Phi l ippines Fr iends 

Church 
7. Barbara Mount ier  Aotearoa/NZ YM 
8 Dayal Gour GCFI  
9  Gerard Guiton AYM 
10  Emily Chapman-Sear le AYM and Young Fr iend 
   
 

 

No 1 “ Are we gat her i ng i n  t he l i gh t  and fresh  hope?”  
 

I  take this query as essent ial ly per t inent  for  us to reflect  on the state of 

the .Japan Year ly Meet ing. When I  reflect  on our  meet ing today, I  wonder 

whether  we have not  bui l t  the wal ls around each of us to close ourselves in and 

leave out  others. I  wonder i f we are not  making other  members let  alone, the 

newcomers feel  al ienated.  

 

I  think we need to open ourselves to see the l ight  wi thin everyone. Those who 

come to join us in the meet ing for  worship or  in our  act ivi t ies are searching for  
something t rue and cer tain. They may be disappointed i f they are not  reached out  

to. I f we could share the exper ience of wait ing together  in the l ight  and fresh 

hope, then they may stay with us.    

 

The same Spir i t  inspires us al l , but  I  somet imes feel  we are without  our  knowing 

bui lding high wal ls even among us. I  feel  that  the manifestat ion of the Spir i t  is 

each one of us, then I  can see the l ight  shining through the holes on the wal l  and 
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am fi l led with fresh hope again. I  real ize how precious is the presence of each 

person, who is already a member or  someone who t r ies to seek the t rue l ight  wi th 

us. 

 

Though the number of our  meet ing is smal l and declining, I  am reminded that  

when two or  three people are gathered in the l ight , we are sure to be given fresh 

hope. Such gather ing is essent ial . We can be thoroughly refreshed in i t . 

 

Query  

“Are we gather ing in the l ight  and fresh hope?” 

Sach i k o Yam am ot o J apan  YM 
 
No 2 "Our  rel i gion  i s i n  t he l i gh t , wh i ch  sh ines and bears 
fru i t  i n  t he win t er ". 
 
I t  maybe the decl ining membership or  i t  maybe the diversi ty and complex 

modern l iving, which can be seen as ‘winter ’. For  the past  year  or  so, I  have 

st ruggled to place myself in the l ight  where I  hoped I  would find the spir i tual 

st rength which had been neglected whi le not  act ively par t icipat ing in the year ly 

meet ing responsibi l i t ies. The cal l ing came when least  expected, yet  deep inside I  

knew my physical  st rength was der ived from my fai th in Chr ist  and my fai th 

would guide me to the l ight . Whi le I  was del ighted to have the opportuni t ies 

communicat ing with Fr iends in the wider  network, I  also found myself lost  in the 

unfamil iar  terr i tory of administ rat ive tasks. To what extent  am I  able to speak 

for  the year ly meet ing? How can I  br idge the year ly meet ing with the wor ld of 

Fr iends?With the decl ining membership, the responsibi l i ty is not  l imited to the 

commit tee members, but  to al l  Fr iends in the year ly meet ing. The immediate 

at tent ion should be paid to what seems to be t r ivial  as language. As I  wr i te this, 

not  only in English, but  also in Japanese, in hopes of reaching wider  audience, 

there are st i l l  others in the Sect ion who require t ranslat ion. I  pray that  more 

Fr iends wi l l  be able to benefi t  from the global network of Fr iends. 

 
Query  

Are you aware of Fr iends act ivi t ies outside your  year ly meet ing? 

Naom i  Kam im ura J apan YM 

 

No 3 “When a lam p i s l i t , i t  i s not  put  under  t he m eal -t ub, but  
on  t he lam p-st and, where i t  gi ves l i gh t  i n  t he house.”  (Mat t , 



 5

5:15)  A lamp does not  shine by i tsel f, but  i t  shines when i t  is l i t .  We might  

shine when we are l i t  by a spark big or  smal l.  Fr iends past  and present  couldn’t  

have shone by themselves without  being l i t . 

 

I  had a chance to join a group sending urgent  rel ief to Sr i  Lanka at  the t ime of 

tsunami together  with Sr i  Lankan people staying in our  area.  Soon resident  

repor ters emai led us that  food was st i l l  needed but  there remained lots of used 

clothes and they would l ike more food and new clothes.  They might  have taken 

what  they just  need however in pover ty. We know the passage ªAlways t reat  

others as you would l ike them to do:” (Mat t , 7:12.)  But  we were not  aware of 

what  they would l ike us to do. We need to ªbe wary as serpents.” (Mat t , 10:16)  

 

Now the wor ld faces so many di fficul t  problems.  That  is the same in our  

surroundings too.  I t  is needed to l isten to the inner  voice and to know what we 

are real ly asked to do. 

 

Query : 

Do you hear  what  you are asked to do at  present? 

 

Mam oru Hi t om i  Japan  YM 

 

No 4: SEEKING TOGETHER WITH HOPE: WORKING TOGETHER WITH 

DELIGHT  

Seeking together  is a unique way of coming together  in our  community. For  me, 

our  corporate worship is l ike a conference cal l , and a tele-conference. I /we 

exper ience a sacred divine presence of Jesus Chr ist  when we gather. Together  his 

l iving presence charges and recharges our  divine bat ter ies and we can make 

direct  connect ion and have communicat ion with him.  

A divine charged bat tery enables us to l isten through profound si lence to 

understand vision, mission, Chr ist ian myst icism and messages for  the individual 

and community. These messages lead us and teach us r ight  l iving in this wor ld.  

 

We exper ience being a seeker. The seeker ’s l i fe is l iving out  the in-dwel l ing Chr ist . 

Si lent  worship prepares us to get  ready to take up the work of God together  and 

with del ight . We obey his commands, We l ive in Him and He l ives in us. We know 

this through the gi ft  of the Spir i t . We bel ieve, ªLet  our  l ives speak”, not  in l ip 

service alone.  
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QUERIES  

1. Have you ever  exper ienced that  your  inner  l ight  is shining br ighter  or  

get t ing dimmer?  

2. How do you prepare yoursel f to let  God work through you?  

  Archana Gour GCFI 

 

No 5     "SEEKING TOGETHER WITH HOPE: WORKING TOGETHER WITH 

DELIGHT"      

We must  have an aim. Whatever  we do we must  have a feel ing of one-ness and 

we have to be hopeful . Quakers bel ieve in working together  with love, with one 

mind and hear t . When we work together  we must have ful l  fai th in our 

co-workers. Division of labour br ings that  feel ing of fai th and with this at t i tude 

we know the importance and value of our  co-workers that  br ings success. We 

have seen the Weaver-Bird which br ings a very thin grass in i ts beak and weaves 

that  to prepare i ts nest  to lay eggs and then is qui te safe with i ts l i t t le ones in 

that  nest  surrounded by thorny bushes. I ts labour br ings hope. I s a Quaker less 

than that  sparrow which is  being looked after  by God and gets food without  any 

effor ts? We are human beings who have much value and the Divine Spir i t  works 

amongst  us with hope. 

 

And al l  the labour is to be done with delight . We should not  have doubt , suspense 

or  grudges. With free mind and soul we have to work together  with a sel fless, 

clean spir i t . Being mindful  of just ice, t ruth and innocence, we wi l l  be successful , 

wi th pure clean hear ts.           

 

I  have been working together  with the staff of Reformatory school- Juveni le 

Just ice Court  amongst  the delinquent  and neglected chi ldren. I t  took years 

together  to reform these chi ldren. Mol ly Slothower from Chicago, USA, a 

Research Scholar  visi ted the Seoni Reformatory the other  day to make a 

comparat ive study of  such  chi ldren in Eastern Countr ies. Her remarks show 

how she was impressed by these chi ldren and the work done amongst  them. 

 

"Meet ing the chi ldren at  the Reformatory was an especial ly wonderful  exper ience 

and  I  was blessed to have the opportuni ty to see how important  you are to the 

chi ldren. You are wonderful  influence on them and i t  is clear  that  you have 
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touched many, many chi ldren in very important  ways through out  your  l i fe. I t  

seems that  Seoni Reformatory t reats boys bet ter  and with more nur tur ing care 

than the average. I n turn boys seemed far  happier  and more engaged in their  

studies than I  have seen elsewhere". "They looked very healthy and very 

respect ful , wel l  mannered and eager to ask and answer quest ions." 

 

No doubt   we have to cont inue to reform  these chi ldren for  the benefi t   of future 

generat ions and men may see our  good works and glor i fy our  Father  which is in 

Heaven. We seek together  with hope and we work together  with del ight . 

 

Query :     Are we ready to offer  our  services to work for  chi ldren and 

Young  Fr iends?      

 

Query :-      Are our  Young Fr iends wi l l ing to work together  with hope and 

del ight  ? 

  

Mal l ika Aiyub2 GCFI  
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The whole wor ld today is in spir i tual  darkness. Mi l i tary at rocit ies cont inue to 

escalate everywhere especial ly in the Middle and Far  East .  Poli t ical  bat t les 

cont inue to rage in most  superpower count r ies that  are supposed to set  good 

examples for  peace for  developing count r ies that  are longing to have bet ter  l iving 

condit ions. But  alas, the wor ld is not  in total  darkness!  Why? Because there are 

genuine Chr ist ians everywhere that  are endeavor ing to give l ight  and offer ing i t  

in bigger  propor t ions through this gather ing in 2008. I f everyone of us who has 

that  L ight  cont r ibutes toward a greater  l ight , there would be fresh hope, 

too!  That 's something that  we look forward to - greater  l ight  of harmonious and 

frui t ful  l iving and fresh hope of last ing peace! 

  

The gather ing of Fr iends in 2008 signi fies a two-fold message: To make an impact 

to the wor ld as clear  l ights by finding pract ical , tangible ways and means of doing 

i t  and to recommend bibl ical , pract ical  ways and means of real izing fresh hope 

for  last ing peace today and in the future.  At taining that  clear  l ight  and fresh 

hope which our  wor ld is in desperately in need, i t  would surely make a much, 

                                                   
2 I n September  2007, Mall ika Aiyub was cal led to be with the Lord 
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much bet ter  place to l ive in. 

Two Quer ies for  Discussion: 

  

1.  Let 's quali fy what  we mean by "The L ight " and "l ight ".  How can we have 

"The L ight " so that  we are able to give l ight  to the wor ld? 

  

2. Can the world at tain peace without recognizing the "Pr ince of Peace" i .e., is 

Jesus Chr ist?  How can we help them recognize and commit  themselves to Jesus 

Chr ist  into their  l ives? 

  

Jaime Tabingo The Phi l ippines Fr iends Church�

� �

 

No 7  “ Seek ing t oget her  wi t h  hope: Work ing t oget her  wi t h  
del i gh t ”  
 
We seek the L ight  wi thin.  We seek the presence of God.  We seek the 

empower ing of the Holy Spir i t  to enable us to fol low the leadings we are given. 

 

I n Meet ing for  Worship I  wait  for  the presence of God. I  t ry to be present  in that  

presence, at tent ive, expectant , reverent , loving God and l istening for  what  God is 

saying to me and to the Meet ing. 

 

What  we exper ience in Meet ing for  Worship, or  in other  worshipful  contexts, is 

our  pr imary exper ience. When we wish to speak with others of our  exper ience we 

may choose from among many di fferent  words. We use metaphors a lot  in talking 

of our  fai th. They are pictures that  remind us of the real i ty of our  pr imary 

exper ience.   L ike Chr ist  the Seed, the Shepherd, the Rock, the Bread of l i fe. 

 

We come from var ied exper ience and t radi t ions. The words my Fr iend chooses 

may be very meaningful  to her /him, yet  distant  or  di fficul t  for  me. We need to 

l isten with respect  to one another  as we t ry to express our  fai th. Somet imes we 

can find a fresh way to tel l  of our  exper ience of God and connect  with others. 

 

Then we wi l l  come to deepen our  fr iendship as we work together  with del ight  and 

share in the joy of our  fai th. 

Quest ions: I n what  ways do we maintain and express love for  Fr iends in our 

Meet ing who are di fferent  or  in disagreement  with us? 
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I n what ways wi l l  we develop and grow our  love for  Fr iends of other  t radi t ions 

whose fai th words are very di fferent  from our  own? 

 

Barbara Mount ier, Aotearoa/New Zealand YM 

                             

No 8 Seeking together  with hope 

Seeking is as old as Earth. Seekers can be an individual, family, group, community and 

society. Seeking of light, truth and guidance and the experience of the Spirit of God is best 

done through Quaker worship. There are four elements of such worship, ie silence, 

communion, ministry and fellowship. Earnest spirits settle down-watching and waiting on the 

living presence of God and his power is felt. Individual souls are melted and fused in one 

spirit of the group and together experience communion with the spirit of God and have 

communication and conversation with him. Then they listen to his voice, seek his will and 

command, direction and guidance . We experience deep unity with one another. If one or two 

feel led to minister to the group, the group will receive guidance. Ministry is not a detailed 

exposition.  

Seeking is done with hope as suggested by George Fox    “O live in the pure hope which 

purifies you as he is pure, which hope, which hope is Christ , who was before us. The 

hypocrites hope is impure.. so, feel Christ your hope, which anchors  your immortal souls in 

all waves, storms, tempests—sure and safe in all weathers. See also Matt  6:33 and 7:7  

Working together with delight 

Eph 4:12 (New English Bible) John  6:8—9 

Sometimes concerns arise during the Meeting for Worship for Business. Quakers have a well 

tried process for clearness and confirmation. There is no voting- members find their unity by 

seeking the mind and will of God in the meeting. Friends have held that if all are seeking the 

light of Christ within. then they can be brought into common unity, or the sense of the 

meeting. The concerns may be related to many specific and general fields- because of the 

Quaker general approach- walking cheerfully, answering that of God in every person. Quaker 

outreach in the time of the missionaries in India was usually in the name of Christ, to win 

people to the Christian way of life. On the other hand, service work meets human needs, 

without reference to any personal commitment of faith. We need both aspects when working 

together --- a community of committed people, to the inner life and to service of Christ and 

others. There love is translated into visible work, which glorifies our Father, devoid of 

self-praise or boasting. ” In prayer we may open ourselves to God’s loving, teaching healing- 
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re-creating us, so that we become people who worship in spirit and in truth and do God’s 

work with joy (delight) on Earth”  Philadelphia YM. 

Queries: What do the words Seeker and Seeking mean amongst Quakers? Why is seeking 

together emphasized? In whom should we anchor our hope whilst seeking? How do Friends 

in programmed and pastoral meetings seek to do God’s work? Do we really feel the presence 

of the living Christ in our worship/business meetings today? If we don’ t succeed in achieving 

that sense, can we discuss why not? If we do achieve this, why does it sometimes not change 

our whole way of life? 

Do you delight in winning people to the Christian way of life? Do you think Friends should 

take delight in works only, related to meet human needs without reference to personal 

commitment to faith? Do we see self-satisfaction and is this dangerous? 

 

Dayal  Gour  GCFI  

 

No 9 Gat her i ng i n  ‘clear  l i gh t  and fresh  hope'. 
 

I  love seeing snow fal l  in great  feathery flakes amid a momentary hushed wor ld. I  

marvel  at  how the milky rays of the winter sun give way to gladdening warmth when 

al l  l i fe spr ings into a joyous, r iotous conspiracy of Love, when the daffodi ls, squir rels 

and Easter  hope compose the L ight -fi l led lyr ic of Micah's compassion. Here is a t ime, 

in Fox's words, ‘to sing and rejoice as chi ldren of the day', a t ime for  ‘t ruth to flour ish 

as the rose', for  ‘l i l ies to grow among the thorns', and for  ‘lambs to skip and play'. Yet  

autumn is my favour i te, watching the sycamore seeds hel icopter-ing to the ground. 

And winter  again: the t ime of gestat ion and ‘thick nights of darkness that  may be fel t .'  

 

L iving among this cycle of seasonal wonderment  is worship, too. Here we gather  in 

‘clear  L ight  and fresh hope' to be nocturnes of God's st i l lness and peace, angels of 

L ight  to our  fel low creatures, to our  planet  home that  oh-so-needs our  cher ishing. 

Here we are set  upon the mountain top, plant ing seeds of resurrect ion. And in this 

grace-fi l led capaci ty we can t ranscend our  l imitat ions to exper ience the t ime-less One. 

With this assurance, then, no need to heed the ‘tempests or  the storms, floods or  rains, 

for  the seed Chr ist  is over  al l , and doth reign'. 

 

1. What  are the exper iences of God's L ight  (Love) in your  l i fe? 

2. How have you overcome moments of inner winter?  

Gerard Guiton, Aust ral ia YM    
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No 10 “ Letting go”    
Clear light and fresh hope bring new ways of being, new ways of seeing, new 

understandings and new insight that may help explain or overcome or diminish old 

obstacles.  

To be a truly gathered people, each person must bring their whole self, be fully 

present and offer their own piece of truth to the gathered body. At the same time we 

must be willing to let go. To let go of the distinction between mine and yours and find 

ours. To let go of that which no longer serves me, that which no longer serves us and 

that which no longer serves God. 

   

One of my greatest challenges is to let go. I resist the call and try to hold on tightly, 

because I am afraid of what might happen if I let go, afraid of where I might be lead 

and what I might be asked to do.  

Eventually I remember, or I find myself in a place where I have no choice but to let 

go. It is in this letting go that I know God; that I find my inner strength and can hear 

clearly my inner guide. It is in the letting go that I know I am loved and held as a child 

of the Light. It is in these hard, scary and uncomfortable times, when I am raw and  

vulnerable that I know that I am not in control, and that it’s all okay. 

 

God calls me over and over to find the strength and humility to let go and it is through 

this Spiritual Discipline that I am fed and renewed. 

   

Queries:  

Am I willing to put aside, or look beyond the ‘dust’ that hinders the  

clarity of the Light? 

   

What am I being called to let go of? Am I willing to do this? 

 

Emily Chapman-Searle, Australia Yearly Meeting 

    

    


